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Legal and political response to DWP deaths

9 March 2001 - National Audit Office report finds “serious 
problems” with medical assessment of Incapacity and disabil-

ity benefits.

10 December 2003 - DWP’s chief medical adviser, Mansel 
Aylward, gives evidence to the Commons Public Accounts 
Committee over accusations that health care professionals, 
carrying out assessments on behalf of DWP, are treating 

claimants like “lumps of meat.”

15 January 2008 - Bid to regulate health care professionals 
carrying out work capability assessments fails.

30 March 2010 30 March 2010 - Prevention of future deaths (PFD) report 
finds that the rejection of his appeal that he was not fit for work 

was a ‘trigger’ in Stephen Carré’s death.

4 May 2010 - Coroner Tom Osborne receives initial response 
to the Stephen Carré PFD from DWP permanent secretary Sir 

Leigh Lewis.

September 2010 September 2010 - DWP fails in its legal duty to respond to the 
Stephen Carré prevention of future deaths report.

23 November 2010 - Professor Malcolm Harrington publishes 
his first independent review of the Work Capability 

Assessment, finding that the system is “impersonal” but not 
“broken” (later evidence would emerge that he had not been 
informed by DWP of the coroner’s report for Stephen Carré.)

1 February 2012 1 February 2012 - Commons invokes financial privilege to 
pass the Welfare Reform Act 2012, quashing Lords amend-

ments to soften changes to the benefits system.

11 Sept 2013 - “Shocking” bedroom tax should be axed, says 
UN investigator, who reported that the most vulnerable were 

being affected, with some talking about suicide.
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